 In science the cost of textbooks is prohibitive. Ebooks are often as much as 50% cheaper  Many textbooks companies are moving to more online resources, particularly for large introductory level courses  For the course in this study, no single hardcopy or even custom text was suitable to the material, W.W. Norton & Company Inc. agreed to provide a package which accessed two texts for the course as an ebook.
 On review of the literature, little or nothing was present on the required text in a course being in electronic form only most studies address this with the ebook as an option  This course was offered in both in class lecture and fully online and has a diverse student population from many programs and from all 4 years of study  As such, it was felt this was a unique opportunity to gauge student reaction and experience in using the ebook format, and to address such issues as might arise.
Study Design
 Three sections of Nats 1570.03 -Exploring the Solar System, as 1 term 3 credit general education requirement for all non-science majors. Study Design  All 3 surveys had basic demographics -gender, program and year of study, part/fulltime status, internatonal/domestic. Students could also self-identify as having academic accommodations.
 Focus groups after end of course
 Data from all three surveys was imported into SPSS for analysis.
Demographics
• As this course is a general education requirement, many students will put it off until a later year, so the courses are a mix of year levels and from many different programs.
Book Purchase
• Of interest, was when students were obtaining the book and how this would relate to the year and section of the course they were in • From statistics from bookstore and textbook company purchase of book across all sections was >80%, (higher in the online section)
How are students accessing the material?
• One of the attractions as an instructor is the various features available in the ebook, but this is very dependent on device.
• Graph here addresses most commonly used device, but many students accessed from more than one device, the laptop still being most common, but many accessed from phone as well.
Screen reading
• One of the major concerns expressed by students is the difficulty in reading from a screen, and this was addressed as it does seem to be a concern.
• However is focus group discussion, student did find ways to minimize this issue(adjusting screen brightness, using 'night mode')
